Table of Contents

List of Figures and Tables

List of Abbreviations

Preface

Chapter 1. Introduction

1.1

1.2
1.3
1.4

The perpetuated interactions between politics and knowledge
about China

Geographic scope

Methods and datasets

Structure of the book

1.4.1 Three major parts

1.4.2 Overview of the next nine chapters

China Watchers: The Agency and Diversity

Chapter 2. Knowledge about China Is Epistemological

2.1

2.2
2.3

Knowledge about China is conditioned by epistemological
relationships with China

Different Chinas and different routes to understanding Chinas
The agency of China watchers

2.3.1 China experts who cannot speak Chinese?

2.3.2 China experts who have never been to China?

2.3.3 Translating Chinese as a step towards sinicization

2.3.4 Ethnic Chinese China experts’ diverse sinicization experiences
2.3.5 Journey to the East: education and travels

2.3.6 Journey to America

Chapter 3. China Studies in Southeast Asia

3.1
3.2
3.3

Scientific Chineseness vs sinological Chineseness
Uneven development of China studies across Southeast Asia
Cross-fertilization of China studies and Southeast Asian studies

3.4 Chinese diaspora and Thai knowledge production about China

11
13

15

19

20
26
28
32
32
34

37

39

44
46
48
50
51
54
58
60
64

67
68
70
71
75



8 TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chapter 4. Void of China Studies in Central Asia?

4.1 Political needs drive Central Asian knowledge production about China

4.1.1 The search for Central Asian roots drove research on China
4.1.2 Central Asian China watchers could tackle sensitive topics
4.2 The deep influence of Russian sinology
4.3 Central Asian Studies of China struggle to take off
4.3.1 The study of China is largely confined to Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan
4.4 Comparing Central Asia with Southeast Asia

Chapter 5. Revolving Doors Between Research, Journalism, and Politics
5.1 Hendry Jurnawan: An Indonesian politician, journalist, and scholar
5.2 Mette Holm: A Danish journalist and wife of a VIP
5.3 Institutions
5.3.1 Pakistan-China Institute in Islamabad
5.3.2 East Asian Institute in Singapore

The Structure where China Watchers Operate

Chapter 6. Continuities and Ruptures in Knowledge Production about China
6.1 Hard to eradicate orientalism
6.1.1 Brazil: From the Iberian to the American worldview
6.2 Brazilian imaginary of Confucianism
6.3 Further obstacles: institutionalized educational systems
6.4 Ruptures: from Cold War politicalization to post-Cold War
de-politicalization of China watching

Chapter 7. Securitization of China Knowledge
7.1 Appropriation of China as risky
7.2 Securitizing knowledge production about China
7.2.1 The EU and member states
7.2.2 Like-minded states’ securitization efforts
7.2.3 China’s policy reforms and securitization measures
7.3 Chinese ethnicity and Confucianism as risks in Indonesia

83

88
89
90
93

95
99

101
102
107
111
112
114

119

121
122
125
127
128

130

135
137
139
142
146
148
150



TABLE OF CONTENTS 9

Chapter 8. China as a Knowledge Co-Producer 155

8.1 Interlocking between China and the Indo-Pacific 156

8.2 Human rights dialogues where China is involved 160

8.3 Scholars in the EU-China human rights dialogues 162

8.4 Socially engaged scholars and their dilemma 165

8.5 Transnational connections 167

Back to Transnational Knowledge Production about China 171

Chapter 9. Taiwan 173

9.1 Chinese studies in Taiwan 174

9.2 Taiwan studies 178

9.3 Interlocking with the Indo-Pacific 181

Chapter 10. Knowledge Production about Global China 185

10.1 Reclaiming knowledge production about global China 185
10.2 Cross-fertilization of China studies and Global South studies and

limits 191

Acknowledgements 195

Bibliography 197

Index 217



	Table of Contents

