
V

Preface								     

1.	 Introduction

	 1.1	 Introduction        							     
	 1.2	 Research questions   
	 1.3 	 Historical and theoretical concepts    
		  1.3.1	 A short historical framework     
		  1.3.2	 Theoretical framework         
			   1.3.2.1	 The social and symbolic dimensions of dress 
				    in early medieval society    
			   1.3.2.2	 Mortuary practice as a social display and ritual performance     
			   1.3.2.3	 Perception of textiles and their qualities      
	 1.4	 Dataset	       
		  1.4.1	 The cemeteries     
			   1.4.1.1	 The cemetery of Bergeijk       
			   1.4.1.2	 The cemetery of Posterholt    
			   1.4.1.3	 The cemeteries of Maastricht: Sint-Servaaschurch,
				     Vrijthof and Pandhof   					   
			   1.4.1.4	 The cemetery of Lent-Lentsveld       
			   1.4.1.5	 The cemetery of Wijchen        
			   1.4.1.6	 The cemetery of Leusden      
			   1.4.1.7	 The cemetery of Rhenen      
		  1.4.2	 The settlements    
		  1.4.3	 Taphonomy, quality and limitations of the dataset  						   
			   1.4.3.1	 Cemetery textiles     
			   1.4.3.2	 Settlement textiles      
	 1.5	 Methods         
		  1.5.1	 Technical analysis     
		  1.5.2	 Spatial and chronological analysis     
	 1.6	 Textile production, technology and terminology      
		  1.6.1	 Textile production in the early Middle Ages     
		  1.6.2	 Terminology     
			   1.6.2.1	 Tabby weaves    
			   1.6.2.2	 2/2 twills   
			   1.6.2.3	 2/1 twills    
			   1.6.2.4	 3/1 twill and 3/3 twill    
									       

Table of Contents

XII

1

1
1
3
3
5
5

7
7

10
10
10
10
11

11
12
12
12
13
14
14
16
17
17
18
19
19
24
24
25
25
25



VI

2.	 The textiles from the cemetery of Bergeijk        
					   
	 2.1	 Introduction          
	 2.2	 Research questions and methods     
	 2.3	 Dataset         
	 2.4	 Cemetery textiles as a source for textile research        
	 2.5	 Results    
		  2.5.1	 The textiles from Bergeijk     
			   2.5.1.1	 Tabby weaves        
			   2.5.1.2	 2/2 twills             
		  2.5.2	 Quality of the fabrics         
		  2.5.3	 Developments of textiles      
		  2.5.4	 Textiles from graves of men and women   
		  2.5.5	 Graves rich in textiles    
			   2.5.5.1	 Grave 24   
			   2.5.5.2	 Grave 56   
			   2.5.5.3	 Grave 77   
			   2.5.5.4	 Grave 89    
	 2.6	 Some preliminary trends in burial textiles    

3.	 Textiles from the Posterholt cemetery	   
					   
	 3.1	 Introduction     
	 3.2	 Dataset        
	 3.3	 Results       
		  3.3.1	 The textiles from Posterholt       
			   3.3.1.1	 Tabby weaves      
			   3.3.1.2	 2/2 twills         
		  3.3.2	 Quality of the fabrics      
		  3.3.3	 Textiles throughout time   
		  3.3.4	 Textiles from graves of men, women and children     
		  3.3.5	 Textiles related to belt parts    
	 3.4	 The textiles from Posterholt in a broader context    

4.	 The textiles from the early medieval cemeteries of the Sint-Servaas church in Maastricht  
	 A comparative study of the cemeteries of the church, Pandhof and Vrijthof 		

	 4.1	 Introduction       
	 4.2	 A short history of Maastricht and the cemeteries of the Sint-Servaas church  
	 4.3	 Research aims and questions     
	 4.4	 Dataset    
	 4.5	 Results    
		  4.5.1	 The types of textiles from the Sint-Servaas church, Pandhof and 	
			   Vrijthof cemeteries
			   4.5.1.1	 Tabby weaves      
			   4.5.1.2	 2/2 twills     

27

28
28
29
29
31
31
31
31
32
32
34
35
35
35
37
37
38

41

42
42
42
42
42
44
44
44
45
46
46

49

50
52
52
53
56
56

56
57



VII

			   4.5.1.3	 Rippenköper	
		  4.5.2	 Gold thread           
		  4.5.3	 Remains of sewing     
		  4.5.4	 Distribution of the textiles among the cemeteries    
		  4.5.5	 The use of textiles in the burial       
			   4.5.5.1	 Textiles associated with the belt     
			   4.5.5.2	 Textiles associated with the lower body   
			   4.5.5.3	 Textiles associated with the upper body: brooches   
			   4.5.5.4	 Textiles associated with headwear    
			   4.5.5.5	 Textiles associated with weapons    
		  4.5.6	 Textile quality    
			   4.5.6.1	 Quality of textiles based on thread count        
			   4.5.6.2	 Quality of textiles based on texture    
			   4.5.6.3	 Quality over time     
		  4.5.7	 Textiles associated with gender    
	 4.6	 The textiles from Maastricht in a broader geographical context       
	 4.7	 Discussion    

5.	 The textiles from the early medieval cemeteries in the region of Nijmegen, The Netherlands  
	 A comparative study of the cemeteries of Lent-Lentseveld and Wijchen

	 5.1	 Introduction   
	 5.2	 The cemeteries of Lent-Lentseveld and Wijchen    
	 5.3	 Research questions and aims     
	 5.4	 Dataset    
	 5.5	 Results      
		  5.5.1	 The types of textiles from the cemeteries of Len-Lentseveld and Wijchen   
			   5.5.1.1	 Tabby weaves    
			   5.5.1.2	 Twills   
		  5.5.2	 Textile quality     
			   5.5.2.1	 Quality of textiles based on thread count     
			   5.5.2.2	 Quality of textiles based on texture    
		  5.5.3	 The use of textiles in the burial    
			   5.5.3.1	 Textiles associated with the belt     
			   5.5.3.2	 Textiles associated with the lower body     
			   5.5.3.3	 Textiles associated with brooches    
			   5.5.3.4	 Textiles associated with weapons    
			   5.5.3.5	 Reconstructing men’s dress in the period 300-350; Wijchen grave 183    
			   5.5.3.6	 Reconstructing women’s dress in the period 450-555; Wijchen grave 235   
		  5.5.4	 Textiles associated with men, women and children       
	 5.6	 Discussion   

58
58
61
61
62
62
65
66
69
69
69
69
70
72
72
72
74

79

80
80
80
81
83
83
83
84
85
85
86
87
87
89
89
91
92
92
93
93



VIII

6.	 Early medieval textile remains from settlements in the Netherlands      
	 An evaluation of textile production

	 6.1	 Introduction and research problem   
	 6.2	 Research question, data and methods          
		  6.2.1	 Research question        
		  6.2.2	 Data    
			   6.2.2.1	 Quality     
			   6.2.2.2	 Dataset     
		  6.2.3	 Methods            
			   6.2.3.1	 Some central concepts: skill and quality              
			   6.2.3.2	 Chaîne opératoire		
			   6.2.3.3	 Production relating to society     
			   6.2.3.4	 Theory turned into practice        
	 6.3	 Textile production          
		  6.3.1	 Fleece processing         
		  6.3.2	 Spinning           
			   6.3.2.1	 Quality of spinning  
		  6.3.3	 Dyeing     
		  6.3.4	 Weaving    
			   6.3.4.1	 Looms and their characteristics    
			   6.3.4.2	 The fabrics from Dutch settlements       
			   6.3.4.3	 Signs of specialization in weaving    
		  6.3.5	 Felting      
	 6.4	 Function and use of textiles       
		  6.4.1	 The function of the textiles     
		  6.4.2	 Needlework     
	 6.5	 Craft specialisation in textiles    
		

7.	 Old Finds Rediscovered: Two Early Medieval Headdresses from the	
	 National Museum of Antiquities, Leiden, the Netherlands 

	 7.1	 Introduction    
		  7.1.1	 The Frisians and their settlements in the northern coastal   
			   area of the Netherlands
 		  7.1.2	 Archaeological research in the terpen-area  	
	 7.2	 Excavations and habitation of the settlement in Leens     
	 7.3	 The pillbox cap from Leens         
		  7.3.1	 Fabric      
		  7.3.2	 Construction    
		  7.3.3	 Colors    
	 7.4	 The research and habitation of Dokkum-Berg Sion      
	 7.5	 The headdress from Dokkum-Berg Sion   
		  7.5.1	 Fabric      
		  7.5.2	 Construction      
		  7.5.3	 Colors    
		  7.5.4	 Ways to wear the headdress   

99

100
100
100
101
101
103
103
103
104
105
105
105
105
109
110
112
116
116
116
119
119
122
123
127
129

131

132
132

132
133
133
133
134
135
135
136
136
137
138
138



IX

	 7.6	 Historical context     
	 7.7	 Colors and decorative stitches: a sign of wealth?    
	 7.8	 Conclusion     

8.	 Discussion    

	 8.1	 Introduction	  
	 8.2	 Technical characteristics of the textiles from the cemeteries	   
		  8.2.1	 Fiber types    
		  8.2.2	 Dyes    
		  8.2.3	 The types of weaves    
			   8.2.3.1	 Tabby weaves   
			   8.2.3.2	 2/2 twills     
			   8.2.3.3	 Other types of twill   
			   8.2.3.4	 Tablet weave     
			   8.2.3.5	 Conclusions regarding the fabric types    
	 8.3	 Quality of the textiles from the cemeteries     
		  8.3.1	 Quality of textiles based on thread count     
		  8.3.2	 Quality of textiles based on texture   
		  8.3.3	 Quality of textiles: glittering objects   
		  8.3.4	 Quality of textiles over time    
		  8.3.5	 Conclusions regarding textile quality     
	 8.4	 Reconstructing burial garments    
		  8.4.1	 Reconstruction of early medieval dress based on previous research        
			   8.4.1.1	 Women’s clothing    
			   8.4.1.2	 Men’s clothing    
  			   8.4.1.3	 Headwear for men and women      
		  8.4.2	 Evidence of early medieval dress in the burials in the Netherlands    
			   8.4.2.1	 Textiles associated with the lower body (of both men and women) 
			   8.4.2.2	 Textiles associated with the belt    
			   8.4.2.3	 Textiles associated with brooches    
			   8.4.2.4	 Textiles associated with women’s headwear    
		  8.4.3	 Conclusions regarding dress in the Merovingian graves     
	 8.5	 Covering objects in graves    
	 8.6	 Mattresses, pillows and other materials on the bottom of the grave  
	 8.7	 Gender and age differentiation in burial textiles  
	 8.8	 Textiles from the settlements    
	 8.9	 Discussion    

References

139
142
142

145

145
145
145
145
146
146
146
147
147
147
150
150
151
151
155
155
156
160
160
163
164
165
165
166
169
171
171
173
176
177
180
181

185



X

Summary / Samenvatting	 								      

About the Author

Appendices
Appendix I. The textiles from the cemetery of Bergeijk
Appendix II. The textiles from the cemetery of Posterholt
Appendix III. The textiles from the cemeteries of Maastricht
Appendix IV. The textiles from the cemeteries of Nijmegen
Appendix V. The textiles from the settlements

198

201

206
206
212
216
230
252


